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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet 
@o run a-much and tilt al all 1 meet, 


ca PB, ~ 


J only wear iin a land of Lectors, 
Thieves, Supercargocs, Sharpers, and Dircetors. Pors. 





RESULT OF THE LAST MINISTERIAL CAM- 
PAIGN AGAINST THE LIBERTIES OF THE 
PEOPLKE. 

Peer array ey 


Fools that they were! 
They thought imperial Rome* like Mantua. t 
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The Jast ministerial crusade against the nation may now 
be considered as terminated. The KEvans’s are dismissed. 
Benbow is also liberated. The minisiers had not courage 
coough left to insist upon their contemptible ¢onditions,. 
Their meditated victims have written ** FOOLS” upoo 
their forehvads, as legibly as they themselves had previously 
inscribed the coutrasting epithet. Whether they will pre- 
pare for a new enterprise, remains to be secn, But the 
signal defeat of their despotic views has now taught the 
nation to know its own strength; and it is not probable 
that the wounded snakes will be enabled to accomplish, 
smarting as they are beneath the public Jash, what they 
could not effect with all their energy when basking in the 
sun of meditated mischicl, and with all the fresh gathered 
poison of the holy alliance mantling in their eyes, and over- 
flowing all their opening fangs 

W hee they commenced chvit campaign, and determined 
on exploits that would do no discredit to his Satannic Ma- 
jesty, about this period last year, wonderful was the gra- 
vity they assumed, and oracu/ar the sage predictions that 
escaped their legislative lips. ‘They seemed as perplexed as 
father coufessors of the Jesuits would have beén, if some 
relenting bandit had confessed a design to storm the con. 
servatory of the tonvent, and make too free with sacred 
venison, and religious wine, Their affected alarm, thie 
pious frauds which they uttered in its support, the asse. 
verations of their bravocs throughout the kingdom, and 
the production of the green bag, quite scared the country. 
Our statesmen seemed no where to be found. They had 
all hastily risen from theic startled beds, and having in their 
frisht dressed themselves in their wife’s petticoats— 

Not out of ¢unning—but a train 
Of atoms jostling +m the-brain— 


There appeared nothing but a parcel of hysterical, 
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SA IE rai mete 


* Read, Losxpon, t+ Read, Daxsy. 
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tipsey old women, who some way or other had possessed 
themselves of the helm ofstate. BE very body pitied the poor 
frightened things. Their fears sceme id so ve rv natural, and 
their picty su extreme, that all was contmisseration and 
sympathy. Mrs. Sadmouth, like Mother Cole, with her 
eyes turned to heaven, implored all the powers above 
do soften the rough throats of the reformers, and spare 
her distracted slumbers. The good old woman from 
Ireland thought cuffing them would be most effec- 
tual: but the rest moderated her patriotic wrath, and said, 
piously praising heaven for their merciful dispesitions, that 
shedding of blood ought to be avoided as much as possible, 
and that therefore strangling the reformers would Be giving 
them an easier exit from the werld. All their gracious in- 
teutions were immediately to be putin practice. Heaven 
Was invoked, and hell employed against reform. The alarm. 
ed administration, resembled the wolves that stole in the 
sheep’s clothing info the sheepfold, Reform was worse to 
them than revolution. The latter was therefore to be huzar. 
ded to prevent the former; and measures that called for, 
and justified resistance, were pursued in the vain hope that 
such resistance to tyranny, might be punished as rebellion 
avainst the state! ‘The censer of Jaw was dashed upon the 
ground—the barriers of freedom, were levelled with the 
earth—our most sacred institutions trampled in the dust— 
and the prayers of the people, returucd with insult and male. 
diction. This was to AWE the NATION! the nation was 
to be FRIGHTENED, by the following important person. 


dges— 


seceee Dr. Cantwell. 


Sidmouth, ...... as 


Fol oe | ere Nir. Mawworm., 
Castlereagh, .... as... Bonbastes Furioso. 
And Canning, .. as ...... Harlequin Traveller. 


with servants, tipst: iv oflicers, soldiers, and spies by the 
rest of the company ! 

This pretty drama was is got up in the most expensive sty i. 
The embassies to the different towns and districts, we 


judged) more important, than Mr. Canning’s emba Sy to 


Lisbou, and the fittings out of Messrs. Oliver and Co. 
were on the most déberal scale, All the military were in 
readiness for the attack of Manchester, Sheffield, Leeds, 
Halifax, Nottingham, &c. «hen they should be in the pos- 
sesston of the rebels; and the only grief among our beloved 
ininisters was,tbat the people should have so little digposition 
torebel, Jord Castlereagh, however, kaowa, from the loug 


: 
| 
i 
' 
! 
| 
i 


a 


« 


a 


oe * 


—s = 


2. 





51 


practice in Treland, that itis net necessary for the people 
to be rebels, in order to be treated as such; although it is 
necessary for some mcn to be traitors, in order to escape 
punishment of treason! This his Lordship knows ; and 
knowing this, the eperations commenced. It was not to be 
borne that ministers should stand convicted of lying. They 
had denounced whole districts, charged a whole peeple with 
madness, and made their master ridiculous, by enclosing him 
with bayonets from a people that only approached him with 
petitions! Having done this they were imperivusly called 
npos to domore. They had prepared for war, and war 
ther:fore they were resolved to have, even where they could 
find no oppouents. Indeed this was their best policy. 
Those who were enabled to oppose them, despised them. 
They could only hope to conquer those who were unpre. 
pared for their attack ! 

it is not now necessary to offer any remarks upou the de. 
termination of our virtuous ministry to make the treason 
which they could not find. ‘The distress of the poor made it 
awork ol charity to destroy them. For people without 
jread to clamour for rights was preposterous! ‘The grave 
would silence all murmuring—the turf would cover all grief. 
Was it not therefore pious and charitable, and worthy of 
the members of the holy alliance, to send those to heaven, 
who it was inconvenient should remain on earth. Every 
day brings to light more of the artifices that were resorted 
to, by the friends of the ministry, to forward the designs of 
their employers. The press was purchased to slander, 
while the spy was endeavouring to betray. Thus life and 
eharacter were at once assailed, that no pity might attach 
to the memory of those who were destined to be slaughtered 
without remorse,* 

That so dangerous a conspiracy against the rights of the 
people, generally ; and the dives of suchindividuals as were 
marked out for the sacrifice, should have been attended 
with so little success, is matter of equal astonishment and 
triumph. It could not have been expected that so much 
artifice should fail :—that so much hypocrisy should have 
been exposed :—that so much power should have been de- 
feated. A prominent cause of this has been bitherto over. 
Jooked. One efficient reason has consisted in the anflexibi- 
lity of those who have been assailed. The firmness and 
talent of the ‘* lower orders,’’ has amazed and confounded 
their ** high oppressors.’”’ It was expected that poverty 
would be accompanied by ignorance and fear; that the 
reformers would have been awed by the persecution of a 
Secretary of State, and the overbearing insolence of a pro- 
vincial minion of despotic power. The reverse of this gave 
the first blow to the hopes of our state-quacks ; but the dis. 
covery of thetr spies, brought the whole fabric of intended 
despotism, crumbling to dust, upon the ground, If Oliverhad 
not been acquainted with the ministry, his testimony might 
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* In the statement of Mr. Francis Ward, some allusion was made to 
the Observer, which may be better described as the Sunday Courier. 
‘That paper published ‘* Jy authority,” and ‘* pledged’’ itself to the factp 
of a statement relative to the riots at Pentridge, which a great law lord 
will be compelled to pronounce are “* falee as hell.” One little mistake 
of the editor was appointing a man to the command of a part of the 
rebel force, who had been confined 43 days before his appointment ia 
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have been believed. Their accusalion was not entitled to 
much credit ; but when their charges were supported by their 
hireling, there could be no belief attached to either. The 
next time they employ spies, they will do well to remem. 
ber, that the credit of any one will be infallibly losi, should 
he be ever seen in their company. Those who first traced 
the honorable connexion between Oliver, Bradley, and the ho. 
nest tenants of Downing-strect, are entitled to the warmest 
gratitude oftheir country. The discovery of Ats friends lost 
Oliver the little character he might otherwise have sus- 
tained. 

With all their faults, there is some little modesty about 
the good Ministers of this country. ‘They would not insult 
even Jaw so far, as to ask any jury to believe the evi. 
dence of one of their particular friends, ‘This they knew 
would be impossible ; and, of course, where their friends 
were the only evidence they dare not think of proceeding 
to any trial. If Mr. Oliver could have been put into the 
witness bex, with any chance of being credited, there is 
no doubt, but that he would have been as accommodating 
in his evidence as his masiers* could have wished. But his 
bad company spoiled his utility in that way; and if he 
escape being himself tried for sedition, he will uot be in. 
debted for his good fortune to the character that his grea: 
acqeatntance can atlord him. 

The impossibility of trying any of their victims has at last 
produced the dismissal of the whole! Aye! all those dan. 
gerous conspirators, who were to have set fire to Manchester, 
desolated the country, and who when marching to Lendon, 
were to have smothered all the soldiers in Knightebridge 
barracks with their blankets ;—all these desperadoes are 
now at liberty to act over again their horrid plots, and 
frighten all the loyal geese and asses of the three kingdoms 
again eutof their senses. And what is more, they have net 
broken their prisonshouses, nor escaped by murdering their 
keepers! Poor, good, frightened gentlemen, who were so 
pleased and delighted when they were taken up, will ye, any 
of you, believe it? they have been set at liberty by the 
pious, and holy administration which ye adore!!! Although 
many of them were seized in council, by magistrates, who 
had certain intelligence of all their plans—by magistrates, 
who knew the very hour, and the very signal of destruction ; 
—who were all ready with horse and foot, to prevent the 
mischief—yet lo! they are not hanged, drawn, and quar- 
tered, as many of you piously hoped they would be— 
they are not even merely strangled in pity to their 
wants—not even tried—net even accuscd—bat thrown 
back upon society ruined, it is hoped, by their perse- 
cutors, and destined to perish of famine and of want, io- 
stead of being exalted into traitors, and decapitated for the 
honor and the safety of the state!!! What say ye now, 

e miserable dupes of your most righteous ministers? What 
says the saintly Wilberforce, to his sainted brother Sidmouth ? 
What say all the wtfs in both houses, to these delcetable 
ministerial stratagems? Will they still call themselves 





® If the term offend his sense of honor, as it did that of the Attorney~- 
General, who said he had no masters, Mr. Oliver may call them his 
friends, We employ the other term, only to avoid therepetition, They 


are synonimous with us, 
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legislators—still insult the blockheads who constituted them 
to act such farees in the face of heaven? Will they claim 
any future pre-eminence over the merry—andrews at a fair, 
who play all the tricks, that their masters may pocket all the 
money? Nay, what say the ministers themselves! That 
their egregious folly has taken away the sting of their mis. 
ehievous intention—that they have blundered so grossly, 
as not to deserve the title of their ambition—the authors of 
acountry’s ruin. This is the best defence that can be made 


for them. 

But what say the intended sacrifices upon the altar of the 
modern Molochs? Those whose blood was to have conse- 
erated the cause of hypocrisy, and the venal and mercenary 
views of their persecutors? London must now be in amost 
dangerous situation. In addition to those who were tried 
for high-treason and acquitted, Mr. Evans, senior; Mr. 
Evans, junior, the dreaded leaders of the Spenceans, are at 
large, and walk the streets in perfect liberty. Mr. Ben- 
bow, who it was necessary to follow to Dublin, and arrest 
by authority of the warrant of the Home Secretary, who has 
been detained eight months a close prisoner, has also been 
discharged without giving his personal security, and is now 
also at liberty in London to pursue his dangerous plans of 
reform, in broad day-light, and in the face of his old accusers. 
Mr. Knight, Mr. Bagguley, Mr. Drummond, Mr, Johnson, 
Mr. Roberts, Mr. Mitchell, and several others from Man. 
ehester: with Mr. Ward, from Nottingham, and Mr. Cliff, 
from Derby, who have been discharged upon their own re. 
cognizances to appearin the Court of King’s Bench, on the 
first day of the present term, are now all centered in London, 
and clamouring daily in the court for that tréal, which their 
persecutors promised they should have, but which they dare 
not award to them. Amengst the noveltics of the present 
age, it isnot one of the least, to see men pressing to the 
tribunals, and demanding to be put upon their trials for 
high treason !—for the highest offence, upon the grave accu. 
sation of the highest authority, which yet dare not proceed 
with the charge. And yet upon this abandoned charge, 
these parties have been sufiering for nearly twelve months ; 
many of them the worst of indignities ; and all the most 
unnerited privations! Our gracious ministers have hit upon 
2 most ingenious mode of satiating their vengeance upon 
those whom they dislike. To punish those who wished fo 
reform the infameus abuses of the system, the cry of high 
treason was setup, as if venal ministers were the country, or 
their corrupt devices the constitution of the land. Aware that 
the people were not disposed to excess, yet trusting to 
their own skill in driving them to excess, they proceeded 
to suspend the law, in violation of their own obligations 
to protect it, and seized upon all who were obnoxious to 
their views, under the pretext of crimes which did not 
exist—or if they did exist, existed only among themselves ! 
This expedient placed the persons of all the reformers they 
dare seize at their mercy ; and what that mercy was, may 
be tolerably well ascertained, by the following aflidavit, 
which was tendered to the Court by Mr. John Roberts, 
on his appearance to demand his trial, or to have his recog- 
Rizance discharged. 


Affidavit of Mr. John Roberts, retative lo his treatment, 
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under his arrest by a warrant of Lord Sidmouth, ona 
pretended suspicion of high treason. 


IN THE KING’S BENCH. 


John Roberts, of Manchester, in the county of Lancaster, 
coeper, maketh oath and saith, that on Friday, the twenty. 
eighth day of March last, he was arrested in the town of 
Manchester aforesaid, by virtue of a warrant from Lord 
Sidmouth, one of his Majesty’s Secretaries of State, charging 
this deponent with a suspicion of high treason, but not on 
oath. Saith, deponent was thereupon conveyed to the pri- 
son in said town, called the New Bailey, and put intoa 
dark, damp, stone-floored cell, without any fire or fire-place, 
and there detained until the Sunday following, totally de- 
barred from all converse or intercourse with any person 
whatsoever. Saith, that about the hour of five o’clock, on 
the said Sunday, this deponent was loaded with heavy irons, 
fastened to each leg, and taken into a stage coach, accom. 
panied by two messengers and two other officers, and 
brought direct to London, manacled as aforesaid, Saith, 
that the iron shackles, fastened round depouent’s legs, were 
so heavy as to wound and injure, on said journey to London, 
the right leg of this deponent, aud that so severely as to pro. 
duce considerable pain, and a great intiamation of this de- 
pouent’s leg and thigh, under which he suffered in much 
agony, fur upwards of five weeks, Saith, that deponent 
was kept prisoner in a public-house in Bow-strceet, from the 
Monday following, until ‘Tuesday the first of April, when he 
was conveyed in custody of the officers of Bow-street, to the 
ofhce of the said Secretary of State. Saith, deponent was 
there informed by Lord Sidmouth, that he had a charge of 
high treason against this deponent, and that in consequence 
of information he had received, he should commit this depo- 
nent into close custody ; whereupon deponcent most earnestly 
demanded to be brought to trial, as he had not committed 
any offence against the laws of his country ; upon which 
Lord Sidmouth assured this deponent, that deponent should 
have a fair trial, and a list of the evidence against him, or te 
that effect; and that this deponcnt should be again brought 
up for examination on the ninth of April. Saith, that de- 
ponent was then committed to the prison in Coldbath.fields, 
where he remained in close custody, on a stone flooring, 
until the said ninth of April; when deponent was agaia 
brought to the said Secretary of State’s oflice, and again in- 
formed by Lord Sidmouth, that he had a serious charge of 
high treasun against this deponent, and that if deponent had 
aay thing to say it would be taker down in writing ; to 
which deponent replied, by again most anxiously entreating 
of his Lordship to be brought to trial as speedily as possible, 
for that deponent was quite satisfied that no such ofience 
could be proved against him. Saith, upon such declaration of 
this deponent beiug made, Lord Sidmouth declared he sheuld 
commit deponent again to close custody ia a distant prison. 
Saith, deponent was then conducted back to Coldbath-ficlds 
until the following day, when deponent was taken to the pri- 
son at Horsemonger-lane, and there handcuffed like a felon, 
aud chained by the leg to a Mr. John Bagguley. Saith, that 
deponent was then brought in a chaise, chained as aforesaid, 
to a public-house, where another chaise was in waiting, into 
which deponent and the said John Bagguley were put, the said 
¢hain by the leg being previously taken off, but the hand- 
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enffe still kept on this deponent. Saith, that in that stat 

ieponeut was conveyed to the town of Gloucester, and pu 

tuto the County Goal, about rine vo’ clock in the morning 
ol the cleventh of April, | Saith, deponcnt was immediately 
omentering the said goal, placed in a cold, damp, dark and 
noxious cell floored with stone without a fire or fire-place. 
vr any bed to lie upon save some straw; and without any 
thing toe¢at. Saith, that on the day following, about ten 
o'clock in the forenoon, deponent was taken out of the said 
last mentioned cell aud obliged to strip himself stark naked. 
saith, be was then brought to a cistern of cold water, into 
which deponent was compeiled to immerse lis whole body, 
although he was then in a very ill state of bodily health, 
and suffering very acutely from the aforesaid wound made 
in his deg by the iron manacles herein before mentioned, 
afd Yroim the efiects of which deponent did oot recover for 
upwards of five weeks, and is not yet comp!ctely restored, 
Saith, deponent was then placed iu a roum witha table and 
stool, and allowed a small loaf of coarse bread, some cold 
water fo drink, and one penny per day, as denonent’s only 
support, untt! the seventeenth of April aforesaid. Saith, 
that upon dosoncnt’s remoustrating against such cruel and 
wantol treitiscut to the goaler of the said prison, he de. 
clared he would not give this deponent any other allowance, 
or Ict depouent have any money without an order from the 
Sccretary of State; and that he tad not yet received any such 
order, or to that eifect, Saith, that op the said seventeenth of 
April, deponent was taken from the said room and crammed 
info a dungeon appropriated for the reception of condemned 
criminals, and there keptin solitary coutinement, without 
being suffered to see, or converse with any human being, 
but the common turmke; ; or to take air, or exercise, out 
of the said condemned ruom for thirty days together; by 
which this depoueni’s health was, and now is, materially 
Saith, that for three weeks of said time deponent 
was not allowed even to shave himself, or any one clse to come 
to him for that purpose; added to which, this deponent 
saith, he was frequently detained thirty hours together 
without bread to eat. Saith that on the third of August 
last, deponent was at length allowed four hours a day éo 
walk ina yard of the said prison, containing in length about 
twenty seven paces, and in breadth about two yards, in 
which there could not bea free circulation of wholesome 
air. Saith, that on the last Sunday of November, depo. 
nent was informed by the gaoler that he had an order from 
the Secretary of State to restrict the diet of this deponent 
again fo bread and water, and also to close confinement 
iu his dungeon, without air or exercise, Saith, that deponent 
protested against such cracl and unnecessary punishment, 
aud that in his then state of health, it would be the 
cause of this deponent loosing his life: upon which the said 
gaoler sent the medical attendant of said prison to this de- 
povent, who gave itas his opinion, that such conduct, if 
pursued, would be attended with dangerous consequences 
to this deponent’s life. Saith, that on the fourth of Decem. 


ber last, deponent was desired by the gaoler to attend a Ma. 
gistrate then in the prison of the name of Guthridge, who 
informed depovent that he was to be discharged, on condi- 
tion of entering into his own recognizance of one hundred 
pounds, to appearin this honourable Court on the first 
day of this Term, and so on from day to day during it, and 
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not to depart the Court without leave. Saith that about eich 
o’clock, in the afternoon of the same day, deponent was dis. 
charzed, and at the same time allowed by the said Magis. 
trate, in very inclement weather, ani with a debilitated 
constitution, the sum of one pound cexly to pay his depo. 
nents expences to his residence in Manchester, a distance of 
upwards of one hundred and forty three miles from the said 
town of Gloster! Saith that in cousequence of the said arhi. 
trary. unjust. and wanton arrest, of this deponent he has 
been ruined in the business of a cocper, whereby this de. 
ponent had heretofore been enabled to maintain his aged 
father and mother, himselfand his wife, and two children, ia 
comfort, respect, and decency: and is now thrown upon 
the world with an injured character, and broken constite. 
tion, totally destitute ofany means of support. ‘Phis depo. 
nent most positively saifli he is entirely innocent of the 
crime of high treason alleged against him by Lord Sidmouth, 
or 6fany other crime, or offence against the laws of his 
country; which this deponent has becn always anxious to 
maintain and support: but which laws, this deponent him. 
self submits to this honourable court, have been trampled 
upon and violated in his person. Saith that deponent 
having entered into said recognizance, this deponent at 
great pecuniary inconvenience, and distress to himself and 
family, came from his residence at Manchester, to attend 
this honourable court, in pursuance of the terms of his said 
recognizance, to answer to any charge that can or may 
be brought against him. Saith that he humbly hopes, 
this honourable court, seeing that he has been illegally 
imprisoned, aud cruelly punished, without any trial by a 
Jury of his country, or an allegation upon oath that he 
ever heard of, and notwithstanding compelled to enter into 
the aforesaid recognizance to obtain his liberty, will di- 
rect the said recognizance to be forthwith cancelled: and, 
as this deponent understands it is a maxim of our law that 
there is **no wrong without a remedy,”’ this deponent 
also humbly hopes, this honourable Court will give higa 
such relief, as im its wisdom and justice may seem fitting ; 
the more particularly so, as the said arbitrary and cruel 
punishment of this deponent, has been inflicted in the 
name, and at the prosecution of bis present most gracious 
Majesty, whose person in administering justice to his sub. 
jects, this honourable Court doth represent. 


Sworn in open Court this 


21th duy of January, 1818. Joun Ronerts. 


BY TUE COURT, 


Those who peruse this affidavit with attention, will 
scarcely believe that they are perusing a document relative 
to proceedings that could have taken place under the Eng- 
lish law. It displays a picture so horrible of the real cha. 
racter of the affected piety of the opponents of reform, 
that every honest, every honorable mind must shrink from 
the reeital of snch deliberate and wanton barbarity. This is 
the mode in which the Mivisters have replied to the cry for 
reform. This is only one case out of the many which now 
demand, it would appear 7a vain, a hearing and redress 
from the tribunal at which they were required fo appear. 
Let it be always remembered that these men have been thus 
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punished for their affachment to the cause of reform! The 
ministers dare nof now accuse them of any ether crime. 
By their release of those upon their own recognizance, the 
minister conlesses that he has slandered, and belied them. 
By the release of those without any recognizance, he con. 
fesses that he has both injured, and insulted them, and his 
whole character is exposed in the most contemptible point 
of view. But what shall we say to the Court, which ap- 
pears tosanction the misconduct of the minister, by refusing 
to hear the cases of the individuals who are thus re. 
duced to the necessity of standing up to vindicate their 
own characters, and their own consistency, <At tiirst, 
the court seemed unaware of the dilemma to which it was 
reduced by the conduct of the ministry. <A political bias 
iu a judge has a certain tendency to injure his reputation, 
and diminish the respect that would be otherwise due to his 
situation. ford Castlereagh, or Lord Sidmouth have no 
more right to consideration in the Court of King’s Bench, 
than the meanest individualin the kingdom. And any ac- 
cusation preferred against them, merits as much attention 
from the Judge, as if they were plaintilis against the peo. 
ple. By what right, or reason then, are these injured men 
prevented from stating their caseand from obtaining redress. 
They are called ignorant of the forms of court, Is it not 
contemptible to place the forms of court in opposition to 
the claims of justice 2. These men have suffered without 
crime—have been punished without law—and have been in- 
duced to submit to a recognizance which it is hoped will be 
held in terrorem over their heads, to frighten them from 
appeal, and to intimidate their future conduct. Al the re. 
cognizances are decidedly idlegal. This the judges must 
know, or they know nothing, and are unfit for their places, 
They were imprisoned without the form, or the pretence of 
flaw. A recognizance is a legal cugagement to appear to 
answer some specific charge. No legal “chi irge is preferred, 
or has been preferred, against any of these men, Lord Sid- 
mouth is not authorised to take recognizances. He is not 
an ollicer who has a right to demand any such engagement ? 
Ife could not himself have released the men upon recogni. 
zances. He must have dismissed them, as he seized them, 
in contempt of law. The recognizances, it may be said, 
were cotered into before magistrates But there was no 
charge before any magistrate against any one of them. 
How then, in reason, or in law, could the magistrate take 
the recognizances to appear to answer to charges that did 
notexist! The fact is, that the minister adopted this mode 
of appearing to get rid of his victims in a legal way, merely 
to get rid of the difficulty of not bringing to trial those of 
whom he had pretended to be in such dreadful alarm. ‘The 
trick has answered his purpose. ‘The cheat has succeeded, 
Reform has been evaded for one year ;—and to evade it 
even fora month, in the opinion of the p resent administra. 
tion, the safety of the kingdom were well hazarded. But 
why should the Judges countenance this juggling? Why 
should they appear arrayed against the victims of ministerial 
fraud? Is it nota petty subterfuge to tell these unfortu. 
wate applicants, who have been detained to the ruin of their 
business, to the injury of their health, and then thrown des- 
titute on the current of society, that ** they do not sit there 
to advise :°—** that they had better go home ;—* tha® the 
time of the court belongs to other suitors 1” Is this lan. 





guace befitting the Bench! Ts it befitting an English Fh ge, 
who is constituttonally the adviser of the injured, aingl ol the 
oppressed 2? Such language, at one period of our history, 
would have been visited with pariiamentary reproof, 


Solon s says, that the best form of government is that where 
the deast injury done to the meanesé citizen is considered 
and resented as an injury done to the whole, Let any 
man read the preceding affidavit, and say, in any state 
where justice is admitted to form the basis of law, whether 
those who have occasioned such atrocity should not be made 
to exptate their guiltin the most prompt and signal manner, 
instead of being protected by the forms of law, from the 
impeachment of their crimes. ‘The case selected of 
hkoberts is not of a darker hue than several others. 
[rons and damp unwholesome cel!s, with little food, and 
abundance of brutal usage, have been the common fare 
uf the Manchester reformers, and yet the Court of 
King’s Bench w7/d not hear the recital of their sufierings ! 
That it coudd not redress might have becn tolerated; but 
no€ fo hear is—an admirable specimen of English justice! 

Vlhen these men were first arrested, and it was hoped that 
the reign of blood and terror was about to commence, their 
treatment was really infamous. Perhaps the minions under 
whose authority they were placed, had alrcady in imagina. 
tion doomed them to death, and the grave that closed upon 
their sufferings could have told no tales of them. But 
when the explosion of the infernal schemes against the peo- 
ple took place, their punishment was a little lightened. 
They received a regular allowance from government, and 
their gaolers learned to behave with some little civility. It 
became then probable that the secrets of the prison-houses 
might meet the public ear, and some consideration of pub. 
lic opinion was necessary. 


But the fear that seggested the melioration of treatment, 
did not suggest that some compensation should be made to 
those whom the ministers were compelled to dismiss as 
having suflered unmeritedly. Mr. Roberts was dismissed 
withthe sum of one pound to carry him one hundred and 
forty miles! when he complained by letter to Lord Sidmouth 
of the dithculties he had sustained, he received in answer the 
following fletter:—which as a piece of state-meanness, 
merits the attention of the admirers of the ** dignity of a 
Court ;” 


Whitehall, 27th Dec. 1837. 
SiR, 

Lord Sidmouth has caused an enquiry to be 
made respecting the matter of your complaint against the 
keeper of Gloucester Gaol, and has directed me to transmit 
to you the inclosed copies of the accounts between the 
keeper and yourself, and John Bagguley, from whence it 
appears, that you are now indebted to the keeper in twenty 
shillings and four pence halfpenny, which he states that you 
promised to remit to him from Birmingham, but that the 
debt remains unpaid. From these accounts, it further ap- 
pears, that your weekly allowance was not only sufficient for 
your subsistence, but also to enable you to purchase various 
articles of clothing, and to make a remittance to your wife. 


The allowance made to you for your journey heme was 
settled by the Visiting Magistrate, (ay in other cases) and 
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would have been made sufficient to convey you by the stage 
coach, if you had not voluntarily preferred walking. 
I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 
II, Hosmovse. 


The accounts transmitted are too volumnious to insert. 
They consist of a debtor and creditor account of the expen. 
diture of the one guinea per week, which Lord Sidmouth 
directs Mr. Hobhouse to state ‘* was not only snflicient for 
subsistence, but alse for the purchase of various articles of 
clothing, and to make remittances to his wife.’’ Mr. 
Roberts must certainly have lived very economically ; for 
out of the guinea per week, he was charged for coals, which 
the Gaoler says he paid “ the county,’’ for at the rate of 8d. 
per cwt.: and besides this he had to pay for Azs bed at the 
rate of two shillings per week, Mr. Roberts being too 
much of an epicure it would seem to like the pleasant 
stone fleor which the government had so generously provided 
fer him for nothing. The accuracy of the Gaoler is so re~ 
markable that we cannot resist the temptation of inserting 
the last balance as drawn by this friend of Lord Sidmouth’s. 

Cr. 
Nov. 20. By balance due to you thisday .. £0 15 23 
Dec. 4. By Government allowance from 
the 24th day of Nov. to the 4th 
of Dec. both days inclusive, ne 
days, at 3s. Od. per day...... 
By cash allowed you to take you » ese 
MTEL TELE Te LCT CRT § 
By balance due to me thisday.. 0 17 83 
———— £4 14 11h 
Dr. 


Bec. 4 Tocash paid to Mr. Wilks by ing 
I 


22 0 


order for sundries as per bill, in- 
cluding a pair of shovs IIs... . 
To cash paid Mrs. Newton for the 
use of a bed 2 wecks, at 2s... ‘ lies 
‘To cash paid Thos. Saunders’s bilt 
for making a coat and pair of 
breeches, and for making waist- . 
coat and finding materials... . 
To 24 cwt. coals from the neat, 018 
at 8d. percwt............. 
To cash allowed you to a: a 
you tu reach home.......-. 


———— £4 14 11$ 

It is to be hoped that Mr. Vansittart will move in the 
Mouse of Commons, that the twenty shillings and four-pence 
halfpenny, which the two reformers, Bagguley and Roberts 
are indebted to ihe gouler should be allowed out of the 
the public purse; for although he may have exeeeded his 
orders in trusténg them, yet as Lord Sidmouth is to have a 
bill of indemnity for ironing, and incarcerating them, it 
would be too hard to comrel the poor goaler to go without 
an indemnity for his good deeds. ‘The poor man’s know. 
ledge of accounts may perhaps recommend him to a better 
place. As the finances are likely to embarrass his masters, 
he may be ultimately removed to the Chancellorship of the 
Kxchequer, to take the national debt into safe keeping. 
Hie ungerstands the modern science of book-keeping pre- 
cisely—always to have a balance against all parties. ‘The 
most contemptible thing in these accounts, is the paragraph 
about walking home. Anxious to save as much as he could 


| would walk home, supposing that the same allowance woult 
be given him, whether he walked or rode. Instead of this, 
with an attention to economy that does ministers the greatest 
credit, they deducted thecoach hire, and while walking length. 
ened his journcy more than half, they only left him what was 
designed to pay his personal expences, if he rode. Besides 
this, he left the prison at night, and had to sleep, and sup out 
of his allowance before he commenced his journey. Thus the 
real amount of his funds for the performance of a walk of 
more than 140 miles was seventeen shillings—which includ. 
ed also his compensation for e¢ght months confinement, and 
treatment to which a felon would not have been subjected!!! 
The treatment of all has been nearly as liberal ; and yet the 
Courier pretends to say that their application to the courts 
is ** tmportunate,’”’ and ** unnecessary :’’ that it is part of a 
system to bring the judicial authorities into contempt! Be 
it so—but whese is the system ?—the ministers, for subject. 
ing the court to the shameful necessity of screening their de. 
linquency ? or that of the men, who thus injured pro. 
claim their wrongs, and demand redress? It is the 
ministry that have made “the meanest peasant in Eng. 
land, not only ‘‘a match,’? but more than a match 
for the Lord Chief Justice of England!’ ‘The man 
who is wronged, is the superior not only of those who 
have wronged him, but of those who holding the power 
to dohim right, potson the arrows whieh his enemies have 
aimed at him. ‘The case of these injured men will be sub- 
mitted to a public meeting at the Crown and Anchor on 
Monday next, at twelve; and there can be no doubt, but 
the public will take them under their protection. 


ee + + ee - ee 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Mr. Lathbury’s communications have been received, but the Editor 
cannot at present premise the insertion, He will endeavour to make- 
use of them. 

The commemoration of Mr. Paine’s birth-day is postpo@ed until the 
Anniversary of American independence ; in order at once tocomme- 
morate the truth of his principles, and the brighest example of their 
success. 

A few perfeet volumes of the Dwarf, are now on hand. Those who 
want any numbers of the last year, are eequested to furnish themselves 
as early as possible to avoid disappointment. 

Several valuable communications only watt a Convenient opportunity 


for insertion. _ 
The letters of Mr. W. C. United States, have been received, and it ts 


hoped he has received by thi# time those which have been forwarded 
tohim. Ail his family and friends are well. 


“BANK NOTES. 


Co ee ae 





Is it not surprising to observe the infatuated stupidity 
with which the public give a preference to the Bank Notes 
instead of the gold coin. ‘This is a subject of high triumph 
to the Bank and the loyal advocates of the paper system, 
as acemplete proof of the confidence in the Bank. But 
Sir, I am one of those who deny the Bank any share of 
public confidence, for [ insist on it that their Notes are not 
current a moment longer than they are éndividually guaran 
teed. Let individuals cease to give these rags the sanction 
of their endorsement, (a thing which they are not bound te 
do) and away goes your Bank credit. A lady, a friend of 
mine, went the other day into a haberdasher’s shop, aud 
bought things to the amount of fifteen or sixteen shillings, 





for his family when he got there, Mr. Roberts did say he 


and tendered a note of this invincible Bank ; the shopmam 
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asked the name and address; for what sir? replied the lady, 
to put on the note Ma’am, rejoined the man, I can’t take 
it without. On this the lady took up the note; Sir, said 
she if you cannot sell me your goods without Knowing who 
1 am, and where I live, I think the enquiry impertinent, 


so good morning to you. 
What do you think of a circulating medium that we take 


on the credit of one another, Were we ever asked to give 
an account of ourselves, when we offered a guinea in pay. 
ment? But Sir, this is not all for the information thus ob. 
tained is frequently applied to immoral purposes. I have 
known intrigues commenced through the information thus 
obtained from shopmen, not to anticipate the use an arbi- 
trary minisiry might turn itto. To conclude, let the pub- 
lic negotiate the Bank of England Notes on their own in- 
trinsic sterling credit, without holding themselves personally 
responsible, and we shall soon see what claims the Bank has 
to public conlidence. 


J. C. R. 


ae ae ee. eee 


Helharn 


CELEBRATION OF THE TRIAL BY JURY AT 
PHILADELPHIA. 


a 
OnWedresday, November 5 1817, being the anniversary of the acquittal 
of Thomas liarby, by an enlightened and independeat English Jury, 
a respectible number of gentlemen, principaily emigrants from the 
British dominious, assembled to celebrate the joyous event at Mr. Stell’s 
Pavers, witece a very excellent dinner was served up before 5 o'clock. 
Mr. JOUN CLULEY was requested to officiate as president, and Mr. 
CHAR ves PENDEILL as vice president. The following toasis were drank 
iaterspersed and enlivened by some appropriate and excellent songs, 
Before the company adjourned, they appointed stewards to make ar- 
rangements for a still more general celebration of the principles of Trial 
by Jury on the Sih November, 1518. 

1.** Triat sy Jory. One of the noblest, proudest, surest, bulwarks 
of personal freedom.” 

9.° Tae Linerry oF THE Press. * The Tyrant’s foe, the People’s 
friend.’ ” 

3. ** Tae CAUSE OF FREEDOM ALL OVER THE Wortp. We wish to 
others tie blessings we enjoy.” 

4. °* Tue FRIENDS AND THE FIELDS WE HAVELFeY. Dear to our me- 
mories and precious to our hearts—may the banners of ‘ virtue, liberty, 
and independence’ soon wave over them.” 

5.—** ImeLtanp: The land of the brave; she deserves to be free ; 
May the soon resume herrank amongst the natiens of the earth.” 

Song Remember the glories of Bryan the Brave. 

6. ‘* THE LAND WE LIVE IN; blessed with peace, plenty, freedom and 
happiness.” 

7. ** THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE PEOPLE ; Here, and here only acknow- 
ledged to he legitimate.” 

Song —The Chapter of Kings. 

8. ‘* Tae Presipenr or THE Unitrep Srates. A soldier of the revo- 
lution, and a lover of freedom, worthy to preside over a free people.” 

9. ** Toe Governor oF PENNSYLVANIA. An upright, patrietic aad in- 
telligent magistrate; a worthy an honest man; May his retirement be 
as aia to himself, as bie chief magistracy has been beneficial to his 
country.” 

10. ** THe Hapeas Corpus Act. Suspended in peace as well asin 
war; itis no longer asafeguard against the persecutious of profligate 
ministers.” 

Song— Begone Castlereagh and your vile Majority. 

Il. ‘Sin Francis Burvet1. The enlightened and consisteat patriot 
and faiihfal friend ; laborious, patient and unremitting in his exertions 
to benefit his bountry and mankind.” 

Song—In Liberty’s cause. 

12. ** Napotcon Bonaparte. May he survive the relentless perse- 
cution of his enemies,” 

i3. **OuR SUFFERING BRETHREN IN THE CAUSE OF Liperty. May 
the justice of their cause inspire them with fortitude in the recess of 
their Dungeons; while we sympathize in their sufferings, our bosoms 
burn with indignation at their oppressors,” 

Song - Adieu! Adieu, Se. 
14. ‘* THE MODERN MARTYRS IN THE CAUSE OF Lipgrt¥, O’Coigley, 














Despard, Emmett, Laborde, Ney, Lacy, &c° &c.” 


15. ** Concorp ts Councir: UNity In ACTION; And succcss the result 

of the exertions now making for the independence of South America. 
Song— Merrily, merrily, Oh. 

The regalar toasts having been drunk, the vice president delivered a 
short, and yet comprehensive history of the origin, progress and extinc- 
tion of the London Corresponding Society. and atter some handsome 
aod deserved compliments to the society for its exeriuns gave as a 
toast. 

The memory of the Londop Corresponding Society. 

By Jekn Binas.—*’ Tae Rieuta or Man. Whispered by the barons at 
Runymede io 1215—talked of by the parliament of England in 1688— 
boldly proclaimed by Congress in 1776—and gloriously achieved by the 
people of the United States.” 7 

By Dr. 8. Jackson.—“* Tae Buevisn Natron; patriotic and brave—a 
Casilereagh, Liverpoo], Canning, &c. cannot reduce them to the rank 
of slaves.” 

By Mr. Trendc.—‘* The compact of the Congress at Vienna, the most 
daring attack ever made on the independence of nations, 

By Mr. Smith.—** Mr. Wooler, health and strength to him to defend 
the good cause he so boldly and energetically advocates.” 

By Mr. Galloway.—‘* Thomas Hardy, an intrepid assertor of the peo- 
rle’s rights.” 

By Mr. B. P. Binns. ~* Intellect to understand and courage to main- 
tain the principles of freedom. 

By Mr. Creas.—‘* William Cobbett, the ablest and most efficient enemy 
the Borough Mongers have ever met.”’ 

The Healths of the Messrs. Hunts, Mr. Lovel, Major Cartwright and 
many other distinguished individuals were drank. 


From the Democratic Press ef Nov. 7, 1817. 


THE EDINBURGH REVIEWERS AND PARLIA. 
MENTARY REFORM. 


ee 


To the Editor of the Black Dwarf. 


Sim, 

Lam desirous of occupying a portion of your independent paper, for 
the purpose of exposing some of the subterfuges resorted to by the ene- 
mies, and luke-warm friends of Reform. The occasion of the present 
letter, is acritique in the last number of the Edinburgh Reviews the 
conduct of that publication on the most important political question of 
the Last century, calling for most marked animad version since it has ex- 
hibited a disingenuou-ness ulterly unworthy its general character, 

kvery reader of the Edinburgh Review will kuow its opinion of the 
charaeter and writingsof Mr. Bentham. Tt hus successfully reviewed 
all his most valuable productions Jut one; and bas repeatedly pronoune- 
ed lim incomparably the first theoretical lawyer in Europe. That the 
corrupt and ignorant should not appreciate his labours, might be justly 
suppesed from the nature of his writings, their opposition to some of the 
most confirmed prejudices of theage, aud the unsparing independence, 
with which they have castigated all men and all measures. In the early 
part of last year, Mr. Bentham published his opinions on the question 
of Parliamentary Reform, in which he advecated, and I may say de- 
monstrated, the rightand expediency of Annual Parliaments, and an 
enlargement of suffrage co-extensive with taxation, This naturally ex- 
cited considerable interest, both from the character of the author, and 
the peculiar circumstances of the times when the public mind was agi- 
tated by an infamous breach of the constitution. 

i did not conceive thatthe Edinburgh Review could have escaped the 
necessity of reviewing this victorious volume 3; for if it diflered from its 
principles, it was particularly incumbent on the Edinburgh Reviewers, 
to show the fallacy of the reasoning, knowing as they did the authority 
of Mr. Bentham’s mere name, and that it was themselves above all ethers 
who had exalted his reputation. Butto my great surprize they entirely 
overlooked it! They did indeed, in a late number, review the pamphlet 
of Mr. Robert Harding Evans, a Whig reporter, the advocate of trien- 
nial parliaments; and, who speaking of his attachment to the dislocated 
Whig party, says, ‘‘I glory to cling even to the weather-beaten pieces 
of the wreck which remains of it,”—but their criticism was a mere his- 
torical article on former parliaments, and concluded without giving 
their own candid opinion on the different plans of the Reformists. Cer- 
tainly the ** Auld town of Edinburgh” did well to remain silent if they 
would not tell their real opinion, and could not refute the reasoning of 
Jeremy Bentham, er rescuethe party frem imputative attachment to the 
borough system; but ont | mnust take the consequence of their cautious 
taciturnity, and the rebuke bestowed on the Pharisees—that they love 
darkness rather than truth, 

** For what are lights to those who blinded be, 
Or who so blind as they whe will not see.” 

In the last number, published a fortnight since, L observed with plea- 

sure an article on a mere recent publication of Mr, Bentham’s, on Codi- 
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_ etiquette of bis calling in lite compels Mr. Jeffrey to attend the Court of 
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fication. And I turned to the criticism, eager to know whether they 
had noticed his preceding work on Retorm—not doubting but that the 
legislative constitution.of their own country would -have elicited a few 
remarks, But here also 0 look in vain for any mention of it; and al- 
though (we Reviewer enumerates almost every workof Mr. Beotham’s, 
heanever even somuch as mentions the one on Parliamentary Reform, but 
codcluges with he tojlowing curious aud insidious allusion | 

*dcisnot however, to Mr, Bentham’s style that alone we find reason 
toobject. Nothing, in our opinionjcan be more Injuriows than the man- 
“ger mi which he bas, ta his various writings, combated existing evils. 
“ft has been truly said, that we always weaken our attachment when 
** weexaggerate the anuse attacked. This, Mr. Bentham appeals to us 
** almost always to do; and when we ohserve-the language in which he 
** jnveight against the sup posed frauds of lawyers, the corruption of bo- 
* roughmongers, aud the imputed protligacy of public mea of Att Par- 
“* gins, we blush to tind some features of resemblance between one oF 
* THE FIRST PHILOSOPHERS oF THE AGE, and that unhappy class of lile- 
*S rary persons, Whom necessity impels, or the capricious appetite of the 
** public inviies to exaggerate, and misrepreseut, and calumuiate, in 
** pursuit of a subsistence at once discreditableand precarious,” 

Fi mistake not, the Review in question, is the production of a mem- 
ber of the House of Commons, an honourable Baronet—the representa- 
tive ofthe county of Nairnshire, Where the total number of constituents 
dves notexcced lwenty / With respect tothe tnsinuation of having tu our 
ranks many disreputable persous; we are certainly subject to these in- 
conveni@aces in common with other parties; but many frequenters of 
Whue’sand Brovke’s areas needy and unprincipled as any among the 
Reformists, Phe charge of exaggeration here preferred against Mr. 
Bentham as his habitual fault was never brought forward cll his work on 
reform tiadappeared. it was the sweeping comprehensive monosyllable 
alt which nettied the Edinburgh Review, and particularly stung the 


‘. 


_ conscience of the individual critic, How far that supposed individual 


Was an inconsistent lawyer, a boroughmonger, or au interested public 
character we will presently examine. Before Mr. Francis Jeffrey, the 
responsible Editor of the Edinburgh Review, presumes to impugn the 
motives of the Reformists, he should have told us that he himself had far 
stronger motives for closely adhering to a party—as his Iditorship ofa 
Review conducted ou whig politics, is worth upwards of a thousand a 
year; and gives Lim sanguine expectations (whenever the two parties 
change sides, and a few others are provided for) of being apporited 
Lord advocate of Scotland ! Aud surely the professional situation of this 
Jearned gentleman ts much more to be pitied than the necessitous con- 
dition of ** the unhappy class of literary persons” alluded to,—for the 
Session,tand there tog ‘‘exaggerate, and misrepresent, aud calumniate,”’ 
‘till the Mexibility of a barrister’s conscience has become a proverb and a 
bye word! Such is tue situation and prospect of Mr. Francis Jefitey, the 
ostensible Editor of the Edinborgh Review ; and I leave it to the pub- 
lic to judge who is most likely to be biassed by worldly motives and 
whose are the most ** disereditable.”’ 

Being in the midst of these northero critics, I may as well review the 
conduct of ove other political character. No one tan deprecate more 
than I do the indiscriminate abuse heaped by certain writers oa all pub- 
lic men who differ from their own changeable opinions. But when a mau 
@spires to the governmentof the siate, he puts himself on his country, 
and mustsubmit to be narrowly watched and severely judged! Mr. 
Brougham wust therefore excuse me if L advert to his difiiculties on the 
question, of Reform, from which he has not yet extricated himself, and to 


the pledges he has never redeemed from among the number that are an- 


nually pawoed. TFT acknowledge the great services of Mr. Brougham on 
wuany very important occasion- 3 and the commercial interest are espe- 
cially indebted to him for his vawearied exertions in their behalf. But 
he has materially altered his opinions and conduct on the grand question 
of Parliamentary Reform, the reason of which change L shail severely 
scrutinize. 

Atadinner given in June, [814, at the City of London Tavern, in 
fayour of Parliamentary Reform, Mr. Brougham unreservedly advo. 
cated that measure. The following passages are extracted from hi- 
speech which was lately printed from bis own hand writing, 

‘* Mr. Brougham returned thanks, and said, that the iast time he had 
“met the livery, he had declined making professions or promises, be- 
** cause he saw them s0 often broken; but bad desired the livery, tf it 
“were worth their attention, to mark his conduct, and if it betrayed his 
* declaration, to punish him vext time they met by drinking to his 
** DEPARTED Principces: — that time was new come, avd he met them 
* without any consciousness of having forfeited their faveur,’—** Where 
‘+ is now the gag with which our mouths had for five-and-twenly years 
‘been stopped, as often as WE have required that parliament shou'd be 
* chosen yearly, and that the elective franchise should be extended to allwhs 
© may taxes ?’’-—** He had mentioned the-two radical doctrines of yearly 
+ eieclions and the franchise enjoyed by all paying taxes; but it would be 
‘Ksuperfiagus to teasonio favour of themhere, where all were agreed on 
‘®the subject.’—* There was a great improvement always observable 








‘fin the conduct of the House of Commons, towards the last year of a 
** Partiament.”’— And he avowed that thisfact had been one of the chief 
** grounds of Ais conviction of the expediency of yearly election: and if 
* ove thought this wnsafe, he should answer, that such frequent recur. 
rence, aud such extension of the franchise as should accompany it 
** were the best cheeks upon profligate expence !” : 

At the very commencement of the Session of 1817, when itwas the 
Universal fashion of the aristocracy to decry the opinions of the * lower 
orders,” we find Mr, Brougham joining theecry, aud stigmatising the 
reformers as wild and visionary, and as contending for u limited duration 
in parliament and an extent of sutfrage unkoown to history or reason, 
{lis facetiousness onthe ** little nostrums aad big blunders,’ and the 
atiack on Major Cartright and the million of petitioners had all the ap- 
pearance of a premeditated scheme. Now really the only ditference 
between the former opinions of Mr. Brougham and those of the multi. 
titude, Was, that the ove wished to confine the suffrage to direct taxation, 
and the other to extend it to all males twenty-one years of age :—this is 
not such a wide difference if we consider the searching and parching 
ramifications of taxation—neither isthe popular opinion so new or Vision. 
ary, for it was the ground work of the Duke of Richmoad’s bill. Lam 
decidedly of Mr, Brougham’s departed principles; but I guess whea 
we refiect on the taxes on malt, hops, tobacco, sugar, tea, candles, suap, 
leather, salt, and post letters, and when we reflect on the compulsory 
military and naval service, Mr. Broogham’s principle of suffrage ca- 
extensive with taxation, will notexclude any considerable portionof the 
Fuhabirants, And that the vital principle of the British consutution, 
iss—that no man shall be taxed without his own coaseut, even Mr. 
Brougham cannot deny. 

Cerisiniy every individual has aright to alter his opinions as well on 
polities as on any other questions but in a public character the pablic 
look for a reasonable and disinterested motive. Mr. Brougham 
has never assigned any for this unexpected tergiversation, alihough he has 
repeatedly pledged himself todo so, perceiving that the unaccountable 
change of his opinion had much disgusted many of his former friends, ** At 
the proper time when the subject of reformshall be fully before the house 
he would take the opportunity of giving hissentiments with that delibera- 
tionand coolness which that most important question demanded.’ The mo- 
tion ofSir Francis Burdett was made, and Mr. Brougham sat silently be- 
hind the Speaker’s chair without uttering a syllable, thonzh on a subse- 
quent occasten healleged sickaessof body asanexcuse for withholding 
his promised explanation. Having been myself presentin tie Houourable 
House on the occasion of these apologetic pledges, f can speak to the 
mannerand extent of them without trusting toa Reporter, Mr. tiioughain, 
therefore, to gain another opportunity (though had be been toelined ta 
avail himself, the presentation of numerous petitions would have aflorded 
opporiunities enough), gave notice of a motion lo repeal the septenial 
act. This motion he repeatedly postponed; and at length, towards tie 
close of the Session, it was altogether withdrawn Gil the eauing year. on 
the plea thatso importanta question could notat that late perioa rece,ve 
the atlention it merited, Thus ended al} taese abortive p~ttempts ai ea pla- 
nation! Whether Mr. Brougham has been alarmed, whe:ber hie bas 
trimmed or ratted, or really changed lis mind at allon the question of 
Reform is not fue me to pronounce 3; perhaps it was only a slight aberra- 
tion of principle from the prospect ofan Exchequer place ineompatidie 
with his former unqualitied opinions. 

The world has been hitherto but badly governed. Mr. Bentham has 
discovered the grand principle of government in the *t ascendancy of 
the people,” and adduced Nerth America as a convincing tUlustration, 
Perhaps he has not judiciously concealed his partialitv to the demo- 
cratic preponderance, Whick in deference to the prejudices of the ace 
he might have done; and he hasscarcely wade sufficient allowance tor 
the remuants of the feudal institutions which still wake a great deal vi 
factitious rank absolutely necessary to the repose of tis side of tie 
Atlantic. 

L am atall times unwilling to impeach the motives of action, and re- 
egret that the insinuations of the Edinburgh Reviewers should have com- 
pelted me te an investigation of their own as a matter of set-off and selt- 
defence, Few of the ** unhappy class of literary persons” who e-pouse 
the cause of Reforin, can earn half the livelibood they might by sup- 
perting the Whig or the Tory party. Contumely, poveety, aud even 
death itself, are the rewards bestowed by the goverment, Let the Edin- 
burgh Review then ** first cast out the beam out of his eye, and then 
shall he see clearly to cast out the mote out of his brothers eye.” 

Westminster, Jan, 22. 1813. Caro. 
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